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Introduction: The Debate 

 Videos 

 “None Like It Hot” 

 William Happer 

 Richard Lindzen 

 Al Gore 

 Michael Mann 

 

 Discussion! 

http://ethics-environment.weebly.com/videos.html
http://youtu.be/OqVyRa1iuMc






Tragedy of the Commons 

(Hardin) 

 “„The essence of tragedy is not unhappiness. It 

resides in the solemnity of the remorseless 

working of things‟” (1244) 

 

 Small-scale example: 

 Pasture open to all, and each herdsman wants as 

many cattle as possible 

 Individual herdsman receives profit from extra 

cattle (+1 utility) 

 Costs of overgrazing shared by all (partial -1 

utility/person) 

 Rational for each individual to increase herd 

without limit, but land is not limited 



Tragedy of the Commons 

(Hardin) 

 Solution? 

 Must alter incentives/disincentives, so it is less desirable to 

max out the commons  mutual coercion 

 

 Welfare state prevents some natural disincentives 

 For example, by saving children who would otherwise die and 

bring “punishment to the germ line” (1245) 

 

 Against appeal to conscience as a solution 

 Disadvantaging those with a conscience will result in fewer 

people with a conscience 

 “When we use the word responsibility in the absence of 

substantial sanctions are we not trying to browbeat a free 

man in a commons into acting against his own interest?” 

(1245) 



Prisoner’s Dilemma 

Don‟t confess Confess 

Don‟t confess 

1 yr, 1 yr  
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nd

, 2
nd

) 
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, 1
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Confess 

0 yr, 10 yr 

(1
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5 yr, 5 yr 

(3
rd

, 3
rd

) 



Real Tragedy of the Commons 

(Gardiner) 

 Hardin‟s argument rests on assumptions about 

circumstances of the prisoner‟s dilemma, and these 

assumptions are false and unjustified 

 Benign demographic thesis: We can decrease the 

absolute number of people, but we will have to 

permit development 

 Will increase energy consumed/ person 

 

 Intergenerational dimension: present and future 

generations will never meet; one-way benefit 

possible 

 No way to ensure our sacrifices now will be copied later 

 



Real Tragedy of the Commons 

(Gardiner) 

 Intragenerational dimension 

 

 Only partial cooperation needed?  

 Each party does at least as well by not cooperating as 

he does by cooperating, regardless of what others do 

 

 Better treated as prisoner‟s dilemma 

 Almost everyone would need to cooperate anyway 

 Should seek external solutions—such as payoff and 

motivational changes 



Battle of the Sexes 

Baseball Theatre 
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, 1
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(cooperation) 



Gardiner’s Conclusions 

 Coercive measures might be needed, 

but we should coerce those who are 

most responsible for (e.g.) climate 

change 

 

 Benign demographic transition 

hypothesis is not encouraging 

 

 Intergenerational component makes 

coercion necessary 



Goodin on Environmental 

Indulgences 

 Green taxes meant to force polluters 

to internalize cost of their 

environmental damage 

 Enter decision calculus on whether to 

pollute and how much to pollute 

 

 Zero emission standard unrealistic 

and undesirable generally 



Problems with E.I.s 

 Selling what is not yours 

 

 Selling that which cannot be sold 

 

 Rendering wrongs right 

 

 Making wrongs all right 

 

 Indulging some but not all 

 

 Grounds for indulgences 



Goodin on Valuing Nature 

 “The value of natural processes is to 

provide a context, outside of 

ourselves (individually, or even 

collectively), in which to set our lives” 

(249) 

 

 “What is wrong with environmental 

despoilation is that it deprives us of 

that context; it makes the external 

world more and more one of our own  

(perverse) creation” (249) 



Goodin’s Proposal 

 Green taxes should not guide policy 

choice 

 

 Green taxes can be used for policy 

enforcement 

 Socially and politically determine 

beforehand what environmental 

standards should be 

 Alter incentive system 

 Wrongs not made right 



Jamieson on Climate Change 

 Disagreement about anthropogenic climate 

change is really a concern about economic and 

lifestyle impacts of taking problem seriously 

 

 Management techniques are about 

manipulating behavior through economic 

incentives/disincentives 

 Appeal to narrow self-interest 

 Bad analysis can worsen the situation 



Jamieson on Climate Change 

 But motivations are more complex, and there are 

more vales to consider 

 

 “Economics may be able to tell us how to reach 

our goals efficiently, but it cannot tell us what 

our goals should be or even whether we should be 

concerned to reach them efficiently” (375) 

 

 Move away from individual, intentional, 

blameworthy acts 

 Instead focus on shaping collecting value system 



Discussion Questions 

 Do you think that coercive measures 

are necessary to fix overpopulation, 

overconsumption, or over-pollution? 

 

 What kinds of coercive measures to 

protect future generations do you 

think are justifiable or prudent? 

 

 Do you think Jamieson‟s proposal is 

realistic or the most effective route? 



Questions? Comments? 


