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FACTORY FARMING 

 Causes a great deal of suffering 

 Painful and cramped living spaces, stressful surroundings, 

slow death at young age 

 Causes environmental devastation 

 Water depletion, methane, lost topsoil, altered ecosystems 

 Causes health problems 

 Fatty meat, growth hormones, diseases 



STRONGEST ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF 

FACTORY FARMS 

 

 Can help ameliorate hunger in developing countries 

 Response: Industries cater to middle and upper class; 

good health possible with low meat intake 

 

 Evolutionary mutual contract between domesticated 

animals and humans 

 Response: No actual contract and no purposiveness in 

species or genes 

 

 



STRONGEST ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF 

FACTORY FARMS 

 

 Cropland will lead to more animal deaths than 

farmland 

 Response: Far fewer animals kills on cropland than farm 

land (when adjust for amount of food produced/acre) 

 

 These animals would not exist were we not breeding 

them for meat and meat products (sounds like Parfit) 

 Response: If land were left to go wild, total number of 

unconfined animals in existence would increase. 

 Response: Their lives might not be worth living now. 



SPECIESISM 

 “If we ignore or discount their interests 

simply on the grounds that they are not 

members of our species” (246) 

 

 If we do not take differences in capacity 

seriously for determining moral status in 

our own species, then we should not take 

them serious cross-species  

 

 To avoid speciesism: 

 Give equal consideration to comparable 

interests 



HUNTING 

 Does hunting result in less suffering? 

 Concerns: 

 Some “wild” animals bred for sport hunting 

 Messy shots 

 “The desire to cook a pigeon rather than some beans is not 

enough reason to end the pigeon’s enjoyment of his or her 

life” (259) 



ETHICALLY ACCEPTABLE MEAT-

EATING? 

 (1) Animals raised on land that cannot be used 

for crops; (2) animals have good lives; AND (3) 

they would otherwise not exist 

 

 Biologically necessary therapeutic hunting when 

no alternatives available 



HUMANELY RAISED, VEGAN, OR 

VEGETARIAN? 

 Humanely raised? 

 Sliding worry 

 Transparency problem 

 Better uses for land? 

 

 Vegetarian? 

 Cannot have laying hens without male chickens, 

which are killed once they have been sexed 

 

 Vegan? 

 Still part of consumer chain… 



DEBATE! 

 Freeganism 

 Reasons for and against? 

http://freegan.info/


QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? 


